JBLM Fisher House                  Holiday Event Guidelines

GENERAL INFORMATION
Thank you for your interest in donating your time and talents to sponsor an event for the families staying at the Fisher House. Our families come from a variety of backgrounds. The one thing they have in common is a loved one with a serious illness or condition. Many of our families are under a great deal of stress and appreciate a time where they can relax and have some fun. Holiday parties are a great way for them to celebrate with one another and bring some joy into the house. 
Each event is built around a central theme or holiday. For example, the Halloween party typically includes pumpkin painting and trick or treating. Each family and group has their own customs and traditions for holidays so feel free to make the event unique!
Each event should last around 1.5 – 3 hours. Afternoons are generally the best times for the families to attend. It is highly encouraged to hold the event at the Fisher House so the families do not need to travel far away from the hospital.
FOOD
The food can vary to your preference. It can be anything from a full meal to appetizers. We do ask that you try to have a balance of sweets and healthy foods! Plan to serve 20 – 25 people.
ACTIVITES
There is no limit to what type of activity you do! We ask that you do keep the activity to the theme of the event and consider all ages that will be participating. Fisher House staff can give you examples of what has been done at the parties in the past and how it was received. 
FAMILY GIFTS
Each family should receive a small gift for the holiday. We ask that there are 10 gift baskets made to give to the families. They can match the theme of the event and some ideas include: holiday movies, pampering items (lotions, bath salts, etc…), treats, and other holiday themed items. We do have a list of organizations that have supplied the gifts in the past that would be willing to work with your group for your event. Please contact the Fisher House for their contact information.
NUMBER OF FAMILIES
The Fisher House serves 7 families with an average of at least 2 people per room. Since the number of people change day-to-day please contact the staff for the number of people that are planning on attending, including children. Please understand our families have different, unpredictable schedules subject to frequent changes. They are not always able to make it back in time for the event. 


SETTING UP AND CLEANING UP
It is important to include enough time in your schedule to help set up and clean up. We have all the necessary pans, dishes, silverware, etc. You are welcome to bring paper plates or plastic ware. Our kitchen is equipped with range, microwave, sink, dishwasher, and refrigerator.
Events are typically held in the Fisher House dining room or backyard. If the event will take place inside, the food will need to be set up and served from the kitchen. The Fisher House living room is also available for non-messy activities if more space is needed.
Due to the limited space we prefer that your group not exceed about 7 people for inside events. A smaller group provides you with a better opportunity to interact with our families. 
PARKING
Please park in the side parking lot or in the back parking lot.  You may enter in the back through the kitchen or the front door. If you will be arriving after 4:30 PM or on the weekend, you will need to arrange to gain access to the facility. 
Thank you again for your interest in donating your time, effort and talent to host an event for our families. Your kindness makes the Fisher House truly “Home Away From Home". Please contact the Fisher House staff to make arrangements to host an event or get additional information.  (253)964-9283 ext 10    fhmamc@aol.com 
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